[Case-control study of an outbreak of S. marcescens in a neonatal intensive care unit].
To analyze an outbreak of Serratia marcescens in a neonatal intensive care unit and identify the risk factors associated to the development of infection. It was a case-control study from March to July 1995. Factors included were age, sex, intravascular devices, nebulizers, mechanical ventilation, use of total parenteral nutrition (TPN), underlying diseases, surgical interventions, tubes, previous antimicrobial treatment and days of exposure. The associations were explored using the odds ratio. 24 cases and 30 controls were included. In the univariate analysis the significant risk factors (OR,IC) were use of central venous catheter (4.57, 1.01-23.5), days of use of TPN (4.38, 1.03-16.5), days of previous antimicrobial treatment (4.87, 1.60-22) and days of exposure (2.7, 2.65-27.6). In the multivariate analysis the significant risk factors were previous antimicrobial treatment (3.98, 2.36-18.2), days of previous antimicrobial treatment (6.76, 3.02-24.6) and days of use of TPN (4.87, 1.67-15.6). The significant risk factors in our study were previous antimicrobial treatment, days of antimicrobial and days of use of TPN.